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I.—Forri1en Po.itics. 


1. The Rosnama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the lst Sep- poms 


| AOMNNRE ORGS St 

Intended Russian alliance with From certain writings in the Novea Vremya it 
Afghanistan. = would appear that Russia intents to Coorg 

i relations with Afghanistan. ‘That paper strongly advises hussia 
ary commercial latinas with Afghanistan by sending a Consul to the 

ghan capital. 
™ 2. 1 e Hitavadi [Oneness the 5th September has the following :— 

: igns of serious uorest seem to have ap 

The rumour of unrest in Afghan- in Afghanistan, or the British authorities would 
se not be so much agitated. Outwardly it has been 
‘ven out that two Afghan Sardars have been importing arms and ammunition 
om Europe, with the objeet of rising against the Amir. This news has 
caused great anxiety to England, which is making an enquiry into the matter. 
The anxiety of the English Government has, however, created a suspicion in 
the minds of many people that a rebellion is intended, not against the Amir, 
but against the British Government. A European journal, which publishes an 
article on the subject, gives a broad hint to the same effect. The writer of 
the article says that the Afghans do not love the Russians, but they hate the 
English, and that the rumour of a rising of the Sardars has been set afloat by 
them merely to serve as a pretext for increasing the power of their country by 
the importation of arms and ammunition from Europe. The writer has also 
attempted, by a comparison of British and Russian troops, to prove ‘the 
superiority of the latter, and adds that, considering Russia’s daily increasing 
influence in Persia, and remembering the fact that the Shah is employing 
Russian officers to train his troops, Persia will most probably side with Russia 
if a war breaks out between Russia and England, and that it is now more 
probable that Russia will attempt an. invasion of India through Persia than 
through Afghanistan. However that may be, the news of unrest in Afghan- 
istan has alarmed the people of India, because whatever the effect of the unrest 
may be, it will, without doubt, tell upon the purse of the Indian tax-payer. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


8. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 26th August says that a few days ago 


Roe @ quack made an instrumental delivery, the patient 
chidaces® sttempt to bury ® being the daughter-in-law of Babu Prasanna 
3 Kumar Chatterji, of the village Rahamatpur, in the 
Backergunge district. The quack took the child, which had been bored in the 
forehead, and went to bury {it himself. On the way the child cried, showing 
that it was not dead. But he heeded not, and requested people to dig a hole 
for its burial. The child was, however, rescued by a pupil of Kaviray Parvati 
Charan Ray, who carried it toits mother, It, however, died of brain affection 
after two days. This case illustrates the ways of quacks in the mufassal. 
The so-called doctor applied the instrument without trying other means, or 
even waiting for the arrival of the lady doctor who had been sent for from the 
district town. Cannot the Government do anything to check the mal- 
practices of these quacks? | 
4. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Basar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


oa a 3rd September says that the manner in which the 
e gue Police Commission is doing its work is not at all 
hopeful. It is examining Magistrates, District Superintendents of Police, 
Police Inspectors, and other Government servants, But there was no need of 
con) up @ big Commission for the purpose of taking the evidence of these 
officers alone, It is the non-official villager who can point out to the Commission 
_ where the rankling sore in the Police Service lies. It is he alone who can say 
how a police servant, whose monthly salary is Rs, 30 only, makes a monthly 
income of Rs. 500. The Commission will, therefore, never be able to arrive 


at a true conceptien of the situation unless it takes the evidence of villagers. 
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5. The Senjivani [Caloutts] of the th Septomber says that Lord 
ee Curzon seems to have a mania for Commigg: 

a ee The Police Commission has closely followed the 

Universities Commission, which has alarmed the whole country by the report 

it has submitted. The Police Commission is looked upon with even greater 

fear and distrust than the Universities Commission. The Police Commisgion 


is almost entirely composed of officials, of whom those connected with the 
Police Department form the majority. It does not contain a single independ. 
ent and thoughtful native, and it is doubtful whether any such man wit be 
summoned to give evidence beforeit. The village is the centre of police 
oppression. The truth abuut the working of the police can, therofore, be 
arrived at only by examining villagers. But from the constitution of the 
Commission, and the manner in which witnesses are being selected, it does not 
appear that the Government either wishes, or intends, to know the truth about 
the police. There is, therefore, great probability of the Commission doing more 
harm than good. Natives now-a-days become Inspectors, Assistant Superintend- 
ents, and sometimes even District Superintendents of Police. The Police 
Commission will probably drive them out of these places and bring in Europeans 
and Eurasians. No wonder if the Sub-Inspectorships also fall into the hands of 
the latter. In many cases Lord Curzon has been found to show greater 
attachment for Europeans and Eurasians than natives. The Police Commis- 
sion will probably make it more clear. 
6. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th September, 
PRE RT ree who owns a sweetmeat shop at the junction of 
ee ee Ahiritola Street with Chitpore Koad, endorses the 
complaint against gunda beggars in Calcutta, which was published in a recent 
issue of this paper (Report on Native Papers for 9th August, 1902, paragraph 4), 


and says that though the number of these beggars is daily increasing, it isa 


wonder that the police is taking no steps to put them down. Some years ago a 
police-man lost his life in Bara Bazar at the hands of such a gunda beggar. Has 
that incident so much frightened the Calcutta police that it shuts its eyes to the 
doings of these men and takes no steps against them? The correspondent has 
himself had unwillingly to submit to extortion by these beggars, because. he 


did not know how to get rid of them. The attention of the Police Commis 
sioner is drawn to these men. 


7. The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 5th September says that on the 2nd 
Thetie in Noakheli to September last a theft was committed in the house 
radi shee vg of Akhil Babu, ‘erans, near the Noakhali police- 
station, and property to the value of Rs, 125 in cash and ornaments was carried 


away. The thief has not yet been traced. Such cases of theft are frequent in 
the town. What then is the use of the police ? | 


8. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 6th September says that the Exeue 
’ Officers in Calcutta seem to be taking no notice of 
: the rule recently framed by Government regulating 
the sale of cocaine. There are about thirty betel-shops in Ward 6 which sell 
cocaine openly day and night. It cannot be very difficult to ascertain how, 
in the face of the Government rule, these betel-sellers procure cocaine in large 
quantities. The Government should also enquire why the Excise Officers sre 
taking no steps in the matter. It is rumoured in the bazar that the betel- 
sellers procure their cocaine from Messrs. Butto Kristv Paul of Barabazar, 
and an enquiry ought to be made into the truth of the rumour. ts 

It is strange that since the framing of the rule in question convictions 
of unlicensed sellers have become fewer, as the trying Magistrates let off the 
accased and snub the prosecuting police officers. 


The Government is requested to take steps for a more effectual stopping 
of the sale of the noxious drug. | uf 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


9. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad) of the 3rd September say? 


PR that recently Mr. Carey, the District Magistrate of 
PG 5 +E vistriot Magistrate of Mur- Murshidabad, beat a chaprasy and abused one of his 
amia by calling him such names’ us miter, erator 


Sale of cocaine in Calcutta. 


S@RRESSTPSHERAS & A 


d- 


( 561 ) 


Mr. Carey does not know the meaning of these vulgar words, 
. should desist altogether from using them. It is hoped that he will improve 


his manners. 


Aulna [Khulna] of the 4th September says that some of the 
ssi wssiawma poose Magistrates of Khulna refuse to supply 


A court complaint. 


parties with copies of papers from 


the records of 


d cases. Babu Kali Kumar Chaudhuri, the head of the local’ Record 
ng atone | applications for copies of the evidence of witnesses. All ‘this 1s 
pure zulm seriously endangering the administration of justice. 

j Juoti (Chittagong) of the 4th September complains that the 
passat "a s}. the Cox’s Bazar Munsif’s Court create 
The Cox's Basar Munsifiin the opportunities for earning money by unlawful means, 


Chittagong district. 


and as the Munsif is unwilling to check them, and 


suppresses any complaint that is made against them, they find it convenient to 


exercise arbitrary power. In a certain case a p 


arty to a suit submitted a 


tion saying that he had been alarmed by a report circulated by the plaintiff 
i. - offect "chat he had instituted the suit at the advice of the Court. The 
writer has heard many more complaints about the vagaries and unlawful 


conduct of the Munsif. The District Judge should inspect 


make the Munsif mend his “ep 
12. The Suhrid (Noakhahi 


The Noakhali Record Office ago Babu Sivchandra Pal, the 
@ 408 ° 


the Munsifi and 


] of the 5th September says that about a month 


plaintiff in suit 


No. 765, pending in the Court of the lst Munsif of 


Noakhali, applied for permission to use a record as evidence in the case. 
The Munsif granted the application and called for the record. But itis a 
wonder that the Xecord office has not yet complied with the requisition. It isa 
serious thing delaying the production of a record which is to be used as evidence, 
Various complaints are frequently heard against the Record office. The atten- 


tion of the District Judge is called to the matter. 


13. The same paper says that on the 3rd September last a peon attached 
to the Noakhali Judge’s Court locked up two 
A court peon confining wit- witnesses, who had come to give evidence ina 


nesses in Court in Noakhali 
town. 


murder case, in the Nazir’s store-room for having 
refused to pay him a bribe.. The Nazir came to 


know this and called the peon, who had in the meantime gone away. The 
peon then took the two witnesses to the upper storey. The audacity of the 
peon is astounding. Witnesses have to bribe Court peons, else they suffer 
great humilition at their hands. The attention of the District Judge is drawn 


to the matter. 


14. The Praitkar [Berhampore] of the 5th September is sorry that an 
oe educated and intelligent man like Mr. 
Bre By om — District Magistrate of Murshidabad, should easily 
lose his temper. Recently he showered most vulgar 
eople fear to approach 
The town is 


abuse on one of his amia fora slight offence. 


Mr. Carey, and his subordinates are in constant dread of him. 


agitated over the matter. 


15, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th September says that in most 
places the work of the Civil Court amla has 
increased to such an extent that they have to work 


Overworked Civil Court amla. 


from 9 o'clock in the morning to 9° o'clock in the evening. This entails a 
hardship on the poor and ill-fed amla, which soon tells upon their health. 
They get no respite even in illness, but have to work hard even then, lest 
they should lose their appointments. Babu: Dasarathi Karmakar, an amla 


of the Howrah Munsif’s Court, got an attack of fever on the 


29th August last, 


but had to work till 7 p.m: even on that day. In consequence, his fever took 
a bad turn, and he expired on the lst September. Should not the authorities 


take steps to prevent such lamentable occurrences in future? Another amla 
of the same Court has lost his health under hard work and has applied for a 


transfer to the Serampore Court. The sarishtadar, too, has gone on leave 


owing to ill-health, caused by overwork. . 


_ . In most Civil Courts in Bengal the amla has a similar 
is hoped the authorities will see their way to remove it. 


grievance, and it 
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16. The same paper has the following against Maulvi Bazlal Karim, 

) ct Deputy Magistrate of Sealdah, _in_ continuation 

PP oe ge " _ Deputy of what it wrote against bim in its previous issue 

(see Report on Native Papers for 6th September 

1902, paragraph 10):— | 

Since he was placed in charge of Sealdah several motions have been 

made for the transfer of cases from his file, a thing which seldom or never 

took place during the time of his three immediate predecessors. So far ag 

we remember, in two of these cases the High Court has thought it fit to grant 

the prayer. | 

For some time such motions for transfer were made almost every week 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has only to make a reference to Justice 
Chunder Madhub Ghosh to satisfy himself on this point. 


In the case of Babu Manmatha Nath Roy Chaudhuri, of the Belgachia 
Veterinary Hospital, a respectable youth who was charged with embezzlement, 
the Maulvi rudely rejected his Counsel’s prayer for bail. A motion was at 
once made in the High Court for bail through Mr Henderson, and as a result 
of it bail was granted and the case was transferred to the file of Babu Mahen- 
dra Nath Gupta, Deputy Magistrate of Alipore. But at the request of 
Babu Mahendra Nath Lahiri, the Maulvi admits to bail even those who have 
already been sent to hajut. 


The Maulvi’s proceedings in the case of the late Babu Gopal Lal Sil 
showed great bias. Before the second motion was made in the High Court 
for a transfer of the case to some other Court (for there were in fact two 
such motions) the Maulvi showed great bias against Babu Gopal Lal, and 
insulted the Barrister, Mr. R. Mitra, and the Attorney, Babu Ganeschandra 
Chandra, the lawyers employed on his behalf. The lawyers made affidavits 
on this point in the High Court. | 


The frequency of motions for transfer of cases from his file has led to a 
change of tactics on the Maulvi’s part. This change consists in showing 
evefy appearance of siding with the accused, and thereby throwing him off 
his guard till almost the last moment, and then suddenly turning against him 
and convicting him. This was clearly exemplified in his proceedings in the 
case against Osman Ali, an Inspector of hackney carriages, whom he at last 
sentenced to imprisonment for three months, but who was acquitted on appeal. 
This Osman Ali, by the way, made a motion in the High Court for a transfer 
of his case, on the ground that he could not expect justice from the Maulvi, 
in consequence of the ill-feeling that subsisted between the Maulvi and the 
accused’s deceased father-in-law, a motion which Mr. Justice Chunder Madhub 
Ghosh rejected with regret, on the ground that the case had then advanced 
too far for transfer. 


The Maulvi gives himself at Court all the airs of a Nawab, and treats 
pleaders and counsel most superciliously. Mr. Cotton had to experience such 
rudeness in the case against Enamel Huq, a hide-merchant of Munshibazar, 
and Mr. Jitendra Nath Banerji has had a sufficient experience of the Maulvi’s 
ponsenne on the several occasions on which he appeared on behalf of Chandra 

umar Koy, a complainant, and Mati Lal Mitra, an accused, so that he has 
plainly declared that he will never again appear before so rude a man. The 
—— quarrel with the Attorney, Mr. Sparkes, the other day, is well known 
to all. 


1%. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 6th September hopes that His 
Honour the Lieutenant:Governor will be pleased 
to show mercy to Golam Muhammad of Machua 


Bazar, who put his wife to death in a fit of passion, 
and whom the jury has recommended for mercy. 


18. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th September says that during 
pe yp alles a ogo of about six months that Babu — 
abu Charan Mitra as aran Mitra officiated as a Judge of the Hig 
Ones Judgo at the High Court, he gave sufficient proof of his ability as a 


| Judge. Many people are anxious to see him 
appointed as a permanent Judge of the High Court. | 


A prayer for mercy to a con- 
demned criminal. 
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19. The same paper says that many people take Mr. Garrett's transfer 
ee front Puri ri Muzaffarpur, and his appointment in 


eg Garrett's transfer from the Jatter place as 4 J ee a as a punish- 
oe ment inflicted upon him by the Government. 
But is it really so? Transfer is not an unusual event in the career of a 
Magistrate, and the present transfer. will not in any way be disadvantageous 
to Mr. Garrett. Muzaffarpur is now a healthier place than Puri, which has 
become malarious. His appointment at Muzaffarpur as a Joint-Ma 

has been uo degradation for him, because his substantive rank is that of a 
Joint-Magistrate, and he was only officiating as 4 Magistrate at Puri. Whatever 
may be the cause of Mr. Garrett’s transfer, the only thing to be now considered 
is whether Puri or Muzaffarpur has been the gainer by his transfer. 


20. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 8th September takes the following 
from the Faridpur Hitaishinst :— 

Babu Srish Chandra Banerji, Additional Mun- 
gif of Rajbari in the Faridpur district, who recently 
fined a respectable witness Rs, 5 for contempt of Court, had within six 
months, from November to April last, taken proceedings for contempt of Court 
in so many as 18 cases. He once fined some thatchers, who were 
thatching the Court-room, Rs. 20 for contempt of Court because small 
pieces of straw were dropping on the Munsif’s table while the thatching was 
going on. The Munsif had, when he was at Habiganj, given a pleader of 
that place into custody, and had also gained notoriety in Madaripur and 
Bhanga. He disposed of 275 cases at Bhanga within the brief space between 
the 6th July and the commencement of the Puja vacation in 1901, and at 
Rajbari he had once to apologise to the pleaders for having used improper 
language to one of them. As he has lost the respect of the people of. Rajbari, 
he should seek a transfer. | 


21. The Bankura Darpin [Bankura] of the 8th September says that 
iii Bankura will be sorry to lose its wise, patient, and 
Bom O% transfer from popular Magistrate, Mr. B. De, under whom ite 
7 residents have lived in peace and happiness for more 
than four years and-a-half. His cool temper made him accessible to the 
meanest and poorest, and his knowledge of his people was thorough. Bankura 
has been extremely happy in its District Judge and its District Magistrate during 
the past few years. But, unfortunately, it is now going to lose one of them. 


(d)— Education. 


22. Referring to the cece eaans of the Universities Commission, 

: si the Srz Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
ee Cu ae [Calentte of the 3rd September writes as fol- 

Ows :— 

1. Instances are not rare in which the mufassal second-grade colleges 
have sent out students who have won laurels in the sss iy and in = 
opamaination hall the mufassal student is often found to outdo the student of the 
nant roe in Calcutta. But the mufassal student is poor. If, therefore, 
rae spr | Sonene-qgrene colleges are abolished, the door of education will 

2. The number of rich people is ve in Indi ) mi 

he nu ry small in India, whilst the middle- 

0 Indian is poorer than the poor man of any other country. The 
pasa Commission clearly intends to carry education beyond the reach 
or poor men. It perhaps thinks that it is the children of labourers who give 
up their ipteetvion and swell the number of the half-educated. But there 
pry 2 conception more mistaken. In fact, education is the only means 
er cod among 99 out of every 100 receiving college education. The 
=e respectable people of the country never condescend to become 
a a To deprive them of the privilege of education is, therefore, a great 
po rage ee the baneful effect of which will be to bring destitution to thou- 
= 8 0 — Considering these points, the proposals for abolishing second- 
Bs : colleges and raising college fees cannot but be regarded.as bad and unwise. 
: is —_ that Government will reject these proposals on: a consideration of the 
esirablity of spreading education and of the economic condition of the country. 
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8. The use of boarding-houses attached to colleges in imparting good 
education cannot be denied. Jt existed in India long before the West knew 
of it; and in the /ols the Hindu student lives with his guru. But there is 
difference as wide as that between heaven and hell between the system as it 
exists in the West and in the system as it exists in India in that the Indian 


guru bears all the expenses of his pupils whilst the Western student has to pay 


all his own expenses in the boarding-house, In spite of its vaunted civilization 
the English Government is incapable of appreciating the greatness of the gury 
in this respect. Had the Government spent on education only a sixteenth 
part of the money which it spends for military purposes education would have 
spread in India a hundred times more than it has. 


Let boarding-houses be established. But let their charges be such as eve 
student, rich or poor, can pay. Of course Government must be ready wit 
money to carry out this scheme. But we know that whenever there arises a 
question of making an expenditure, Government desists from it by 
raising one objection or another. We shall not be sorry if Government 
cannot spend money for the spread of high education; but we sincerely beg of 
it not to throw any obstacles in the path of the college education of the poor, 


23. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 4th September has the following :— 

When Government first introduced English 
education in this country, the object that was aimed 
at was to train up the Indians as competent clerks to fill posts in the public 
service and not to make men of them, The natives who were thus trained up 
were all of them given appointments. It was by such encouragement that 
Government was able to successfully establish English education in this 
country. But, as was to be expected, with the spread of that education the 
number of candidates for employment in the public service has gone on 
increasing, and Government now finds itself confronted with a serious problen— 
the problem that is of finding employment for the larger number of men 
who seek it. The question may well cause, as it has undoubtedly caused, 
uneasiness to both Government and the people, for neither Government nor 
the people can contemplate with indifference the growth of an unemployed 
and discontented population who have received education and are fired with 
high aspirations. But the means by the adoption of which Government desires 
to remove the cause of this uneasiness do not seem to be wise or practicable. 


It is foolish to imagine that the object aimed at would be gained by 
reducing the facilities for obtaining admission into the University. The 
Universities Commission has made a good many suggestions for narrowing the 
sphere of high education in India, The number of colleges is to be reduced, 
college fees are to be enhanced, the Entrance Examination is to be made more 
difficult; in short, everything is to be done for preventing anybody and every- 
body from receiving high education. But, while making these recommendations, 
have the authorities considered what their effect is likely to be? The reason 
why the people of this country are so very anxious to receive English education 
is that they want to earn a livelihood, and English education is the only means 
by which they can earn it. There are at present only two ways open to them 
of earning it in this country, namely: (1) Government service, and (2) some 
learned profession, like medicine or law. Now, to one who would either enter 
Government service or follow one of these learned professions, the possession 
of a University degree is indispensably necessary. To be eligible for admis- 
sion into the superior Government service, and to the higher law and clerkship 
examinations one must have secured the B. A. degree; while the possession of 
the F’. A. certificate is an indispensable qualification for one who would learn 
medicine or engineering. As for the value of the Entrance Examination 
certificate, it may be judged from the fact that not even acopyistship worth 
Rs. 10 a month can be secured without it. So that this attempt to narrow 
the entrance to the University is nothing more or less than an attempt to take 


The education problem in India. 


away from many people the means of earning a livelihood. And no reform 


of high education in India will be practicable unless, and until, new ways of 
acquiring the means of subsistence are opened up for the benefit of the people. 


Any, — reform, however well meant, will very likely produce untoward 
re 
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he people of this country seek University degrees principally for the pur- 
pose of aise money, and | for the sake of learning and culture. The case 
is the same with the majority of the students who flock to Oxford and 
Cambridge. Government itself is respon sible for the fact that in seeking 
University education the natives are restricted by pecuniary motives, for it 
has for the last forty or fifty years taught them to value only English education, 
and English education as tested and guaranteed by the University. Their old 
pursuite and avocations have been wreath and the only way now left to 
them to earn a livelihood is by receiving English education. It would bea folly 


and a crime to block the avenue to learning before new means of supporting 


themselves were placed within the reach of the people. If that had been done,’ 


there would have been no necessity of such compulsory measures to close the 
road to high education. 


24. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 5th September has the 
following :— 
A recommendation of the Uni- lf the recommendation of the Universities Com- 


versities Commission. mission regarding the raising of college fees is 


adopted, most Musalman students, who are extremely poor, will have to give 
up their studies for good. Alas! poverty 1s the root of allevil. If poverty 
were not a sin, why would an Educational Commission, appointed by a liberal 
Government, make a distinction between the rich and the poor? The Univer- 
sities Commission has plainly said that poor students of ordinary ability need 
not receive a high education. No opportunity will be given to a poor student 
to prove his ability; but, because he is poor, it will be assumed as an axiomatic 
truth that he has no ability. What a reasoning! It reminds one of the 
arguments adopted by the wolf in Ausop when he wanted to kill the lamb. If 
you want to kill the lamb, kill him; but why use argument worthy only of 2 
mad man to justify your action? Governments in other countries establish 
free schools and colleges for the education of their poor subjects; but here, in 
India, the Universities Commission advises the hanging of the poor from the 
gallows for the heinous offence of poverty. Government stands in the position 
of a father to the millions of its subjects, But instead of discharging a father’s 
duty, by calling in medical assistance at its own expense for its ailing children, 
Government wants them to pay the whole cost of their treatment and forbids 
them to call in any but the best medical help. What can this mean to poor 
children but certain death? If you cannot yourself spend money for the 
treatment of your children, allow them to call such medical help themselves ag 
they can secure. That may save their lives. 

25. The Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th September has the following :— 

ee The statement of the Universities Commission, 
Pam ey eck Sc that the private colleges are merely so many insti- 
tutions for making money, and that their proprietors, 
in their anxiety to make money, pay no attention to the improvement of the 
education imparted therein, is quite erroneous, The writer does not know 
what enquiries the Commission made before arriving at such a decision. Those 
who know anything about these colleges are aware that their proprietors do 
not derive from these institutions greater incomes than the salaries t ey would 
have got had they served elsewhere as Professors, It is also an obvious fact 
that if the proprietors of private colleges had been covetous of money, and 
conducted their institutions on commercial principles, they would have had to 
try their best to improve the quality of the teaching they impart. For com- 
petition kills those institutions which sel! an inferior article. The Commission 
may, if it likes, institute a more efficient system of examinations than what 
now prevails, in order to test the efficiency of the teaching which is imparted 
in the colleges, but it should not deprive poor boys of the benefit of a good 
education by increasing college fees. 

Have not the civilised nations perceived, even after the lapse of two 
thousand years of the Christian era, how desirable it is to cheapen high 
education? Impart teaching calculated to improve knowledge; remove the 
defects that exist in the present system of education; institute a thorough 

aud searching system of examinations to test the real spread of education 
in the country. Do these by all means. But do not bar the door of education 
by raising fees. If a man earns his livelihood by opening a college, what 
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harm does he do to anybody else? If his income depends upon the prosperity 
of his college, he must needs look after such prosperity. Why, then, are the 
authorities so anxious to make a revolution in the educational system of the 

9 ) 

rtf The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th September writes as follows :— 
It does not seem that the wise and learned 
members of the Universities Commission paid any 
regard to the condition of the country in arriving 
at their decision in regard to second-grade colleges. It is partly true that 
second-grade colleges do not keep a careful distinction between their school 


The recommendations of the 
Universities Commission. 


‘and college students. But the evil is not productive of so much harm as to 


necessitate the abolition of the institutions. On the other hand, the abolition 
of second-grade colleges will do great harm to those who seek English educa- 
tion, will throw obstacles in the way of high education, and will deprive many 
people of the means of earning a livelihood. The majority of students in 
this country seek English education solely for the purpose of being enabled 
to earn a livelihood, and no career is open to a boy in this country unless he 
passes the First Examination in Arts. It is, therefore, necessary to give the 
boys in this country every facility for reading up to that examination. There 
are now many second-grade colleges in the mufassal, which educate the 
young men who cannot come to Calcutta, where living is dear. 

- "Those second-grade colleges which do not possess good Professors and 
the appliances required to give the education they impart should, first of all, be 
requested to supply their deficiencies. If they fail todo so, it will then be 
time to abolish them. The public will not, then, object to their abolition. 

. According to the Commission’s recommendation, the Director of Public 
Instruction and the Syndicate will decide about the efficiency or inefficiency 
of acollege. But, in acountry like India, where all the modern appliances 
for education are not available, it will be necessary to lay down a definite 
standard of “efficiency.” Otherwise, much confusion may arise in future from 
differences of opinion on the subject. Again, in laying down a standard, 
regard should be paid to the condition of the people, It will not do to fix 
such a high standard as may be applicable to colleges in Europe or America. 
No comparison is possible between India and a European country, and it will 
be a great mistake to apply a European standard to India. It is to be hoped 
that Lord Curzon will remember this in his attempt toreform education in this 
country. If he does not do this, but allows himself to be guided solely by 
the Commission’s recommendations, he will make it necessary, not only 
_ second-grade colleges, but also for many first-grade col'eges to close their 

oors. 

The Commission proposes to increase the stringency of the Transfer Rules, 
on the ground that without stricter rules it is not possible to maintain discipline 
in private colleges. ‘The rules, however, which the Commission proposes will, 
whilst failing to fully check the evil complained of, throw serious obstacles in 
the way of many students, who, without the least desire to evade discipline, 
will find it necessary, from achange in their own circumstances or in those 
of their college, to seek for a transfer. Ifa transfer is not allowed in such a 
case, the student seeking it may not only be seriously inconvenienced, but may 
even have to give up his studies for good. The Transfer Rules which are 

already in force, and which have been framed by the Director of Public 
Instruction, are stringent enough. More stringent rules are not needed for the 
purpose. More good, in the matter of transfer, may be expected from a 
concerted action on the part of the heads of all Government and private 
colleges than from rules laid down by the Government or the University. In 
truth, the control of students should be left entirely in the hands of college 
authorities, 

27. The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 6th September says that in a letter 

penetra D a the fran Bazar forte a ssn oe of _ 

eged ill-treatment of a pupi cutta Sanskrit College latel oint 
on of ‘the Ganskelt Certain matical mistakes in the sntroduetory 
lexicon which is being republished by the editor of the Hilavudi vite. = 
‘The Principal of the college is said to have severely reprimanded the boy, and to 


€ 


slokas of the Savdakalpadruma, the great Sanskrit 
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cided upon his expulsion from the institution for thus writing against 

i " ahavaal But, sciameae unwilling and afraid the Pandit might be to give 

offence to the editor of that journal, it was certainly improper for him to 

harass the correspondent in the “7 sag" 43 = to have done. But it 1s 

ieve that there is any truth in the report. - 

sae 2 Tks same paper i that Babu Haske Chandra Rakshit, whose =—-Rawoatara, 

Atay pelea: te De phe ggg . — ee re gage Sept. 6th, 1902, 

tie spoken 0 competent critics, and has been 

oe ay of Shakespeare into Hberally sntroiaand by the Bengal Government, 
Benge has now been engaged for some years past in 
writing an elaborate work on the history and development of Bengali literature 
during the Victorian era. Babu Haran Chandra is no amateur in letters, hut 
has from his youth followed literature as a profession and as the serious business 
of his life, and he has no other source of livelihood except literature, An 
extremely able and versatile writer, he has earned the gratitude of his country- 
men by his services to Bengali literature, while by interpreting Shakespeare 
to the people of Bengal he has accomplished a task not attempted by any 
other Bengali author of acquainting them with all that is best and imperishable 
in English character and English literature. It isa noble service that he has 
done to both the rulers and the ruled. | 
In view of the valuable work which has been done by Babu Haran 
Chandra, the writer ventures to approach Government with a prayer that it 
may see its way to grant him a pension of Rs. 50 a month, thereby enabling 
him to devote the remainder of his life to the prosecution of such literary work 
as may benefit Government and his countrymen alike. There is every reason 
to hope that on the present auspicious occasion of the Emperor’s Coronation 
the prayer will evoke a favourable response from Sir John Woodburn and Lord 


Curzon, both well known for their learning and appreciation of literary 
enterprise. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 
29. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 2nd September makes the following 


BIKAS, 


The Barisal Municipality. (1 ) The practice of depositin the filth of the 


town on the road-side near the burning-ghat in the western extremity of the 
town has become a great nuisance to wayfuarers, especially to people who have 
4 use - Kasipur-Lakhutia road, and to those who take their evening walk on 
that road. : 

(2, ‘Though the month of August is gone, and September is come, the roads 
of the town have not yet been repaired, and are in a worse condition than 
kutcha village roads. Similar neglect occurred last year also. 

(3) The construction of the Amputti drain was commenced long ago, but 
has not yet been finished. In the meantime the portion which has been 
constructed is filled up with refuse and has become a source of danger to the 
health of the neighbourhood. 

(4) No guard being placed to watch the reserved tank near the jail, it has 
been used for all sorts of purposes, with the result that its water has become 
very bad. The Chairman of the Municipality should consult with the Civil 
Surgeon about the improvement of the tank and its proper watch. 


30. The Kasipur Nivasi [Barisal] of the 3rd September says that stales Sssmrue Nivasi, 


Public hotels in Barisal town. boiled rice, dal, &e., are sold in the hotels in oe Oe, 


; Barisal town. If it is desired to remedy the evil 
the hotels should be inspected every week instead of every six months, or only 


once in a year, as is usually done, The District Magistrate and the members of 
the District Board and of the local Municipal Bench should look to this. : 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, tncludiug canals and irrigatton, 


ol. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh } of the 2nd September says that  caszc Mm, 

Bad bridges in the Mymensinch U°, Of, the wooden bridges over the part of the Sept. 2nd, 1902, 
disteiet. ee eas road between Sambhuganj and Durgapur in the 
_ Mymensingh district, which ies between Syamganj 
and the Ilaspur ferry, has given way, and traffic on the road has been stopped 


complaints against the Barisal Municipality :— Sept. 2nd, 1902. 
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to the great iaconvenience and hardship of the local people. The wooden 
bridges should be made pucka, both for the benefit of the people and the saving 


of the money which is yearly spent on their repair. In the meantime the 


District Board should make arrangements for the passage of men, animals, 
carts, &c., at the place where the bridge is broken. Some money has been 
wasted by doing in the rains the earthwork of the road which passes through 
the Nowgandahar village and meets the Baghbesh-Durgapur road. The 
bamboo bridge over the road and Kamal ii has become very weak. A wooden 
bridge should be constructed in its place. : 

82. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th September 
gays that formerly Aslsa fish from Kushtia, on the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway, used tobe booked to 
Calcutta by the 11-30 p.m. train, and reached Calcutta early in the morning, and 
found a ready market. Recently, however, the authorities of the railway have 
discontinued the practice of booking fish by this train and are running a special 
fish train from Kushtia to Calcutta, leaving the former station at 2-30 a.m. and 
reaching Calcutta so late as 12 noon the following day. During this long 
journey of more than nine hours the fish get completely decomposed, and the 
Railway auchorities bury the decomposed fish in the earth. The fishermen are, 
accordingly, stopping the practice of booking fish to Calcutta, not only to their 
own loss, but to the loss of the Railway itself. _ 

The Editor asks the authorities not to overlook this complaint, but to 
make arrangements for the speedy transmission of fish from Kushtia to Calcutta. 

33. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore) of the 8th September draws 

Siang the attention of the Midnapore District Board to 

seldigsin the telaeegens Ghetto’. * the necessity of re-constructing the bridge over the 

| Bombay road near the temple of og BF og 

which was destroyed in the heavy rains of last month. The bridge was 

extremely useful to a large number of traders carrying on business in Sujaganj, 

Istriganj, and Kalganj, and to a large number of vegetable-sellers who come 
every day to Midnapore town. from Nepura, Basantapur, and Kanakanati. 

34. <A correspondent of the Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 9th Septem- 

ase Whee: Aiki Cas, writes about the Howrah-Amta Light Railway 
ne:— : , 

(L) Want of platforms at stations is a serious inconvenience, especially to 
women and children. i 

(2) Want of sheds at stations exposes passengers to heat and rain. 

(3) Ticket-rooms are not opened in good time before the arrival of trains 
to enable passengers to purchase tickets quietly. 

(4 Want of separate ticket-rooms for women is bitterly felt by them, 
as they have to enter into the crowds that are formed in front of ticket-rooms 
for the purpose of buying tickets. This difficulty can be removed by opening 
ticket-roums earlier. | 

(5) According to rule a bench in a carriage ought to carry only 3 people. 


A railway complaint. 


_ But 5 or even 7 people are usually packed on it. 


(6) There should be a train at 7-30 or 8 4.M.; only one train now runs 


in the morning at 9 or 9-30.4.M. 


(7) There should be a waiting-room for females at every station. 
(8) ‘he railway telegraph line should be connected with the Government 
,telegraph line. | 


(h)— General. 


35. The Nava-Yug [Calcutta] of the 6th September says that the increase 

of work in the mufassal post offices has made 

Postal employés in the mu- it absolutely necessary that the pay of the mufassal 
assal. A 

postmasters and post peons should be increased. 

Within the last ten years the income of the post office has increased tenfold, 

and it is but proper that those whose hard work is biinging in this increase 


should be given a portion of it.. Considering the poor pay which is now 


given to mufassal postmasters and peons it is idle to expect satisfactory work 
from them; and the work of delivery is, as a matter of fact, very badly 
done in the mufassal, especially in the rainy season, when even sufficient boat- 
money is not given to peonms; $=#§ 8 .° . 


at 4m SS = Pm be e- 


ee ae ae a ee a oe 


‘ EP —te ae = . 4” head a iii ah tee — | 


_ 


. oe, i f-»£4 aaa. — | — | - |= 


( 669 ) 
36. A correspondent of the Nikar [Contai] of the 9th September says 


that near! or 500 people gather every day 
Wanted oint Sub-Registry ; ; i : within 
office m the Miinapore district. in the Kajlagarh Sub —s , J office 


the Contai subdivision of the | pore district 
for the purpose of registering deeds. But, in spite of his best efforts, the 
Sub-Registrar cannot register them all in one day. The poor people, who 
hope to maintain their wives and children with the money they borrow 
mahajans, return home brokenhearted when the bonds are not registered. Such 
stress is caused almost every year by the scarcity which results from the 
want of proper drainage for the water of the Jalamuta pargans.. A joint Sub- 
Registry office should be established in Kajlagerh. 


VI.—M1screLLANEOvs. 


37. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Basar Pairike mea of the 3rd 
September writes in a spirit of ee ee — 
ects ae o yg The nobleness of the Yiceroy’s mind is 
sad clearly seen in gt = which ‘wena a ener 
has issued concerning the proclamation of the Emperor throughout indi, 
Calcutta alone sein f on the Delhi Darbar day. He has ordered that such 
arrangements should everywhere be made as will enable even poor people to 
join in the festival. He will be extremely happy, adds the generous Viceroy, 
if students and poor and incapable ae are feasted on the day of the pro- 
clamation, not only in every district and eubdivisional town, but in all towns and 
villages, large as well as small, It is impossible. that the desire (w ich here 
means order) of him who is our lord and Viceroy, and whose word is more 
than law, will remain unsatisfied. 


88. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 4th September says that from the 

. conference which took place between Mr. Cam- 
wae of the Sitakunda J viade, Magistrate of Chittagong, and the Mohanta 
of Sitakunda, it is clear that the latter will do his. 

best to oppose any improvement in his shrine. -It is. also clear that it will be 
no easy task for even the Endowments Committee to control the Mohanta. 
Under these circumstances the Hindu community can only look up to the 
Government for the removal of their grievances, and they are filled with hope to 
find the Magistrate moving in the matter. Mr. Cammiade is requested to 
read the elaborate note which was written on the subject by Babu Nabin 
Chandra Das, the then Personal Assistant to the Commissioner, on the 24th 


January 1898. If the decision which was arrived at by Nabin Babu after 


an examination of the documents and of the witnesses in the Mohanta’: case 
is acted upon, there will be little difficulty in controlling the Mohsnta. 


389. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 6th September writes as follows :-— 


ics: aia. neh dike Lord Curzon has told how the Emperor’s 
brate the Coronation. coronation will be observed in India, But wilh 


not the people be given liberty to celebrate the. 


occasion in a manner different from that laid down by the Viceroy? Will 
not anybody be allowed to celebrate it b 


rites? If not, why not? Who can resist the 


the hearts of loyal subjects? It may be that you area poor man, living in a 
poor hut, and possessed of no means for fitting 


ae y celebrating the occasion. But 
will it not be open to you to pluck wild flowers from the forest and offer the 


sume at the feet of the goddess Jagadamba, devoutly praying to her to bless the 
Emperor? And you who are the very god of fiellies on earth, what is there 
that is pe age your means? You can, when the Coronation is celebrated, 
present gifts to Brahmans and pandits, feed beggars, earn endless religious. 
merit by having tanks excavated in a country which is always afflicted with. 


water scarcity. On thie day of rejoicing we are put in mind of this great want 


of the country, and we ask rich men to commemorate the occasion by excavat-~ 
ing tanks and wells 


40. The Prativasi LCaeote) of the 8th September has the following in: 
g . 


tide of loyalty that flows out of 


“Kamer Pradyot Kamer Tegore’n 4: 2 he Gtandest remult achieved by high educa. 


Calcutta. tion is that “it has made higher appointments and 
: higher politics realisable aspirations for the natives. 


performing auspicious religious 
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of the country.” We go even further and say that it has made higher appoint- 
ments and higher politics the. only aspirations to our. countrymen, and we 
cannot join in congratulation on misfortune and disgrace. What would it 
profit us if we gain the whole world and lose our own soul? Are higher 
appointments and higher politics an adequate compensation for the wretched 
specimen of humanity: produced by the so-called high education? It has made 
us lawyers and doctors, clerks and politicians, but it has failed to make men 
of us. One swallow does not make a summer, they say; but where have we 
even that one swallow in our midst? Turn to the leaders of our educated 
classes,—the voice and brain .of our country. Have they any principles? 
Perhaps high education has only taught them the value and power of the 
‘‘ doctrines fashioned to the varying hour.” Some of them have made the 
service of the country the mission of their lives. ‘Our country,” they say, 
‘we are yours in words and deeds” ; but seldom are they hers when self-interest 
claims them. e 3 

Last year, when the National Congress was held in Calcutta, Babu 
Surendranath Banerjee saw Maharaja Jotindra Mohan Tagore with the ho 
that the noble nature within him would stir to life at his words, and he might 
toss a penny to the illustrious beggar for the national cause. But he was sent 
about his business with the curt and cruel reply that he, the Maharaja, had no 
sympathy with the movement. Even the threat that Mr. W. C. Banerjee, 
would next see him on the subject, had no effect on the Maharaja. But, alas! 
the Congress leaders have forgotten the sting of that indignity put upon them- 
selves and their country so soon us to figure conspicuously in the Committee 
organised for the reception of the Maharaj Kumar. It is no doubt noble to 
forgive and forget, but it is more than human to hug to the breast one who thus 
rides roughsod over one’s feelings by withholding all sympathy. from one’s 
mission of life. High education has produced this soft and elastic clay; but we 
want “sterner stuff.” One touch of Nature makes the whole world kin. Some 
even insinuate that it is the recommendations of the Universities Commission 
that have made oil and water mix. Stranger still that the Secretary to the 
National Congress, who was saved a rebuff for Surendra Babu, acts as a Secre, 
tary to this Pradyot Kumar Reception Committee! 


Urrya Parens. 


41. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 27th August and the 
Picod in the'S 1,  Samvad Vahtka [ Balasore) of the 28th August state 
| ier aps eco that the overflow of the Suvarnarekha river has 
damaged the standing crop in the Bhograi Pargana of the Balasore district, and 
that it has become necessary to make Takavi advances to the afflicted raiyats 
of that of the Orissa “"Proviaee, The commendable promptitude with 
which Mr. Egerton, the Collector of Balasore, has attended to this business 1s 
highly spoken of by both the journals. | 

42. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 30th August states that the overflow 
neeccd tai Qh Shamans of the Mahanadi and its branches has seriously 
wah interfered with the harvesting of the Beats paddy 

in the Cuttack district. 


43. All the native papers of Orissa still continue to publish accounts of 
the Coronation celebrations in different parts of 
Orissa and its Tributary Siates. A loyal tone 
pervades all the writings on the subject. 


44. The death of Raja Prataprudra Dev, the Feudatory Chieftain of 
Sonepur, is mourned by all the native papers of 

7 aoe * Raja Prataprudra the week under report, but they draw consolation 
ous from the fact that his son and heir Mitrodayasing 


Coronation celebrations in Orissa 


Dev is quite competent to maintain the family prestige and to continue the ~ 


administration in the beneficent style adopted by his father. 


45. Referring to the way in which Mr. Gupta, Commissioner of the 

ou Orissa Division, mixes with the Europeans of the 

Done Commissioner of the Orissa Province, the Samvad Vuhika [Balasore] of the 
| 28th August finds occasion to notice that he 1s not 
only popular among the Indians but also among the Englishmen and other 
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and hence draws the moral that it is a hopeful sign for the future, 
“g pagrebe the Indians and Englishmen mix together the better for the 
regeneration of the country and the advancement of the interests of the British 


re. 
~ tae. The Uriya and Navasamvad (Balasore| of the 27th August thanks 
Mr. Egerton, the Collector of Balasore, for his 
Touts and the Collector of determination to put a salutary check on the 
eoepee irresponsible and mischievous touts by whom his 
remises are invaded every day. 
7 The same paper pee a paragraph from the Prajabandhu, and hints 
that the case brought against Khandi, a protegé of 
the Puri Raja, has something to do with the 
disappointment experienced by the Police Inspector of Puri in not being able 
to procure her intercession with the Puri Raja in behalf of the interests of the 
Inspector, in so far as they are jeopardised by the criminal case instituted 
against him by an agent of the Puri Raja. 
48. The same paper notes a death from thunder-stroke, and states that 
such deaths have become frequent in the present 
Death from thunder-stroke. year. 
49. After giving a short account of the commercial intercourse between 


The Police Inspector of Puri. 


Salles Cae Wan POEs: Indian merchants to send their goods to Japan in 


larger quantities, for by so doing they will be able to secure a good and stable 
market for themselves in that island. The writer further advises that 
encouragement be given to an extensive sale of articles exported to India by 
Japan. | . 
: 50. After an examination of the census figures of the past year, the same 
aper arrives at the conclusion that the growth 
of the Hindu population in India in the last decade 
has been considerably checked by famine and 
plague, and hopes that both the British and the Native Governments will try 
their best in future to remove the causes of the aforesaid disasters in so far as 
it lies in their power. 

51. After giving a short account of the last annual report of the 
Mohurbhanj State, as drawn up by the Raja’s 
Administration, the same paper congratulates the 
Raja on his able and successful management of his 
State, and states that an annual expenditure of 31 lakhs on State management 
out of an annual income of 7 lakhs proves clearly that the State is well looked 
after. The writer, however, is unwilling to agree with the statement made in 
the report that railway communication has visibly advanced the interests of 
his subjects, for there is nothing substantial in it to corroborate the same. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengal Translator. 


Famine and plague reducing the 
population of my 


The last Administration Report 
of the Mohurbhanj State, 


Bencatt TRansiator’s Orrice, 
Lhe 13th September, 1902. 
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india and Japan, the same paper advises the 
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